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1. True or False.  “Open treatment” in CPT means the fracture was fixed through an incision. 

2. Endoscopy is a common surgical technique and approach for the surgical management of MSK 

diagnoses.  In the case of elbow pain, a surgeon may not be entirely certain of the etiology of 

the elbow pain and may do a diagnostic endoscopy.   

 

While performing that endoscopy, such as an arthroscopy of the elbow, the surgeon discovers 

severe synovitis and does a complete arthroscopic synovectomy.  What CPT code would be 

assigned?   

 

3. A patient comes is found to have a fracture of the left fifth metacarpal.  Your doctor performs an 

expanded problem focused history and exam with moderate MDM.  A digital block is performed 

to numb the area, then performs closed reduction/manipulation of the fracture.  A short arm 

cast is applied.  What type of services would be coded today? 

4. If a patient is treated for a fracture in a hospital emergency room, what would be the place of 

service (POS) indicator?   

5. If your doctor performed a closed reduction of a metacarpal fracture on a patient who will 

return home where the patient’s own physician will follow the fracture through the healing 

process, what modifier would be used by the first physician who performed the reduction?   

 

What modifier would be used by the physician doing all of the follow-up care?  

 

6. A patient was taken to surgery for a Hallux valgus correction of the right foot.  A Silver technique 
was used for this bunion correction.  Assign the CPT code and modifier: 

7. A patient sustained a gunshot wound (GSW) to the back.  A surgeon took him to surgery to 

explore the wound.  The surgeon extended the wound to 9.0 cm to determine the extent of 

damage.  Major structures were not involved.  Some debridement was necessary and bullet 

fragments were removed.  Assign the CPT code:  

8. There are many techniques available to a surgeon for fracture repair.  A humerus fracture could 

have been opened during surgery and repaired by insertion of an intramedullary rod (implant) 

which would have been driven down through the shaft of the humerus and would have held the 

fracture ends together.  If ORIF using an intramedullary implant rather than a plate and screws 

had been used, what would the CPT surgical code be?  

9. A patient with fasciitis of the supraspinatous tendon, left upper extremity.  The tendon sheath 

was injected with a corticosteroid (Depo Medrol) in three locations on the tendon.  Assign the 

CPT code for the injection.  

10. A common term used in open musculoskeletal surgery is “open reduction internal fixation” 

(ORIF).  ORIF treatment of a fracture is best described by which statement listed below? 
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A.  A technique whereby fracture fragments are re-aligned and hardware such as plates 

and screws are used to support the healing fracture. 

B.  The application of a fiberglass cast or splint is the only treatment needed. 

C.  The service of manually realigning the bone ends to their normal anatomical position 

 

 

 


